
Community-Based Organizations 
Help Youth Meet Educational Goals

• Students who participated in the Boys & Girls Clubs of America’s Project Learn increased their grade point
averages by 11% and had “markedly higher school scores than youth participating in other after-school
programs” (Atkinson, 2003, p. 1).

• Boys & Girls Club’s Power Hour program on Native American land in Oklahoma was credited by one principal
as the reason her school’s academic achievement scores increased (Gurley, 2002).

• A randomized evaluation of the Big Brothers/Big Sisters program showed that participating youth were
significantly more likely to improve their school performance and attendance compared to control group youth
(Fashola, 1998).

• McLaughlin (2000) found that youth participating in community-based organizations were 26% more likely to
report receiving recognition for good grades, and that youth with high levels of participation were more than two
times more likely to report recognition for good grades compared to American youth generally.

• McLaughlin (2000) also found that youth who participated in community-based organizations were 20% more
likely to report their chance of graduating high school as ‘very high’ and 20% more likely to rate their likelihood
of going to college as ‘very high’ compared to American youth generally.

• Youth who participated in New York’s 4-H program had significantly higher educational aspirations and
achievement motivation compared to youths in grades 5-12 who did not participate (Miller, 2003).

• Elementary and middle school girls who participated in Operation SMART increased their confidence,
competence, and comfort in science, math, and technology (Allen, 2001).

Partnerships
for After-School

SuccessSuccess

Research Tells Us:

PA R T N E R S H I P S F O R AF T E R- SC H O O L SU C C E S S / CO M M U N I T Y- BA S E D OR G A N I Z A T I O N

NA T I O N A L CO L L A B O R A T I ON F O R YO U T H • 1 3 19 F STR EET, 601   •   WA SH I NGTON DC, 2 0 0 04
( 2 02) 347-2080  •  www. n asse m bl y. org  •  www. nydic . org

CBOs Help Youth Meet
Educational Goals
February 2004  /   1 of 2



References

Allen, J. M. (2001).  2000 Operation SMART annual report, outcome evaluation and supporting

documents.  Available from the Author, YWCA of Tacoma/Pierce County, 405 Broadway,
Tacoma, WA 98402, (253) 272-4181.

Atkinson, J. (Fall, 2003).  Connections: Setting the academic pace: Project Learn helps kids make the 

grade.  Boys & Girls Clubs of America.  Available online at 
www.bgca.org/connections/fall_03/story2_pg1.html.

Fashola, O.S.  (1998).  Review of extended-day and after-school  programs and their effectiveness.  Center
for Research on the Education of Students Placed At Risk (CRESPAR).  
Available online at www.csos.jhu.edu/crespar/techReports/Report24.pdf

Gurley, R. (Summer, 2002). Connections: Native American Clubs Gain New Ground. Boys &
Girls Clubs of America.  Available online at www.bgca.org/connections/summer_02/native_amer_pg1.html.

McLaughlin, M.  (2000).  Community counts: How youth organizations matter for youth 

development. Washington, D.C.: Public Education Network.  Available online at 
www.publiceducation.org/pdf/communitycounts.pdf.

Miller, B. M.  (2003). Critical hours: Afterschool programs and educational success. Nellie Mae
Education Foundation.  Available online at www.nmefdn.org/uimages/documents/Critical_Hours.pdf.

PA R T N E R S H I P S F O R AF T E R- SC H O O L SU C C E S S / CO M M U N I T Y- BA S E D OR G A N I Z A T I O N

NA T I O N A L CO L L A B O R A T I ON F O R YO U T H • 1 3 19 F STR EET, 601   •   WA SH I NGTON DC, 2 0 0 04
( 2 02) 347-2080  •  www. n asse m bl y. org  •  www. nydic . org

CBOs Help Youth Meet
Educational Goals
February 2004  /   2 of 2


